No. 2
Recommended Action - 
Resolution for Thomas F. George, Ph.D.

It was endorsed by President Choi, recommended by Chair Sundvold, moved by Curator ______________ and seconded by Curator ________________, that the following resolution recognizing the dedicated service of Thomas F. George, Ph.D. to the University be approved:
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Thomas F. George, Ph.D. has served as the seventh, and longest-tenured, Chancellor of the University of Missouri-St. Louis from September 1, 2003 until September 1, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, during his long career in education, he has been a university professor, researcher, provost, dean, and was Chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point from 1996-2003. Dr. George has also continued research in chemistry and physics during his time as Chancellor of UMSL; and

WHEREAS, Dr. George has a life-long love of music, is an accomplished jazz pianist, arranger and composer, and has performed not only in Missouri, Illinois and Arkansas, but also at universities and other venues around the world, including China, Kuwait, Croatia, and Russian Siberia. And, he has graciously shared his talents at many Board meetings and UM System events, where all who attended were delighted and thoroughly entertained; and

WHEREAS, his exceptional academic accomplishments and leadership skills as Chancellor proved invaluable when he served as Chair of the Board of Directors of the Higher Education Consortium of Metropolitan St. Louis from 2010 to 2019, and as Vice-Chair on the Council on Public Higher Education in Missouri from 2015 to 2017. He was also President of the Coalition of Urban and Metropolitan Universities from 2016 to 2018 and was named President Emeritus in 2018; and 

WHEREAS, Tom has authored and edited scientific books and papers on Chemistry and Physics, including Nanotechnology, and has served on editorial boards, advisory committees, and as session chair or panelist at many conferences; and 
WHEREAS, as Chancellor, he led the campus through a period of unprecedented growth of student enrollment, degrees awarded, fundraising, philanthropic contributions, and endowed scholarships; and 

WHEREAS, during his tenure, Dr. George presided over many impressive additions benefitting UMSL and the St. Louis community, including Oak Hall, the first residential facility built by UMSL; the Recreation and Wellness Center, Science Learning Building, and Anheuser Busch Hall, all on campus; UMSL at Grand Center; Innovative Technology Enterprises in North St. Louis County, an incubator for high-tech startups; and Express Scripts Inc. locating their world headquarters on the UMSL campus; and 

WHEREAS, in 2014-15, he exhibited remarkable leadership during and after the Ferguson unrest, helping to quell tension and promote understanding, both on the UMSL campus and surrounding communities, by hosting forums and nationally-broadcast town hall meetings, and by joining the North County Business Recovery Coalition; and 

WHEREAS, Curator David Steelman says: “Chancellor George’s long career, which is becoming increasingly rare in higher education, coupled with his ability to adapt in the face of massive change in higher education, is remarkable.”; and

WHEREAS, Chancellor George has received many local, national, and international awards such as St. Louis North County Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year; the Distinguished Higher Educator Award from the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Missouri State Celebration Commission; the Outstanding Community Service Award from the St. Louis County Branch of the NAACP; and a Medal of Honor from Gulf University for Science and Technology in Kuwait; and

WHEREAS, Tom became an Eagle Scout in 1961, and along with receiving many honors from the Greater St. Louis Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America, he was awarded the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award from the National Eagle Scout Association in 2018. He still embodies the tenants of the Scout Law to be “trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, and kind”; and   
WHEREAS, Tom is an ardent supporter of UMSL Triton athletics, a strong advocate for hot peppers, and is widely known to enjoy a good cigar on occasion; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Barbara Harbach, his wife of 49 years, has also had a distinguished career at UMSL working alongside Dr. George as Curators’ Distinguished Professor of Music, Chair of the Department of Music and Director of the School of Fine and Performing Arts, and is also retiring from UMSL after 16 years of service. Together, they will continue to enjoy their four cats, Luna, Stella, Jeremiah and Jarrett, for whom they toil as unpaid employees:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Curators, on behalf of the students, faculty, staff and alumni of the University of Missouri, and on behalf of the citizens of the State of Missouri, does hereby adopt this resolution in appreciation of the dedicated and devoted service of Thomas F. George, Ph.D.;

AND ALSO, that his future relations with the University of Missouri System be formally recognized by bestowing the title of “Chancellor Emeritus” upon Thomas F. George, Ph.D; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Board of Curators cause this resolution to be spread upon the minutes of this meeting and a duly inscribed copy thereof be furnished to Thomas F. George, Ph.D.

Roll call vote:



YES

NO

Curator Brncic
Curator Chatman
Curator Farmer

Curator Graham

Curator Layman
Curator Phillips

Curator Snowden

Curator Steelman
Curator Sundvold

The motion _______________.
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